
              The Rack   

The Official Newsletter of the St. Cloud Elks #2843  
AUGUST 2010 

 
Meeting the 1st & 3rd Thursday 

  7:30 P.M. at  
The East side VFW #4847 

 
 

A Message From Grand Exalted Ruler:  James L. Nichelson 
To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers, Officers and Members: 

 

A Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler 
Hon. Michael F. Smith 

GER Message: Put PEP in your step: 'Promote Elks Pa ssion'! 

It’s all good! 
 
Sandra and I are anxious to begin our journey to share the great works of our Order and meet its great 
Members and spouses. Our experience in Orlando was "magical," and we appreciate all of the support. 
We cannot describe the feeling, the honor, or the humility I feel for the opportunity to serve as the 
National President of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America. 
 
We each have the privilege of being a Member of the best fraternal organization in the country. My hope 
and motto is that you "Promote Elks Passion." Our membership is a privilege; promoting our good 
works is an obligation. My intent is to help you evaluate and escalate the level of activity in promoting 
our Order. Too many times we have heard, "I did not realize Elks did that." The opportunities we have 
with our veterans, youth and community service often go unnoticed and in many cases, even within our 
own membership. In these tumultuous times it is nice to know we can make an improvement in 
someone's life through Elks programs without a significant, if any, expense. I firmly believe we became 
Elks because "Elks Care – Elks Share." 
 
We find ourselves a third of the way into our Lodge year, and we need to focus on our objectives: 
Improve someone's life, improve your local Lodge, and improve our Order and it will improve you. 
 
Our per capita goal for Elks National Foundation for 2010-2011 is $4.50. By this point, you should be 
close to that goal or have passed it. Your ENF donations provide the fuel for our Order. 
 



Sandra and I thank all of you for your support and hope to see you soon. As you go about your daily 
activities, share our story and "Put some PEP in your step – Promote Elks Passion."  
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXALTED RULER 

 
Forgive my brevity this month, as I have familial obligations which I must get back 
to as soon as possible. 
 
Summer is just flying by as we see the beginning of August.  This month, we have 
again only one meeting, so remember to mark the third Thursday on your calendar. 
We resume our regularly scheduled first and third Thursday meetings in September. 

 
Our summer fundraising is in full swing this month. The vegetable stand is open, and always in need of 
volunteers.  August 4th and 5th we are selling brats at the Cash Wise West, and also need volunteers for 
that. 



 
Please remember, without the members, we don't have a lodge. You are important! Thank you to all 
those who've given so generously of their time so far this year. 
 
Marcia LaVine 
ER  

 

Veterans Message: 'Adopt-A-Veteran' offers a way to  say thank you 

Anyone who has been hospitalized for a length of time will understand the loneliness and depression 
experienced by veterans who either live in a facility or are confined to their homes. Visits from family 
and friends may be infrequent or non-existent. Elks Veterans Volunteers make special efforts to visit, 
call, send cards, and bring them to special events. This personal contact we call adopting, for these are 
the actions of a family reaching out to loved ones. 
 
Stewart G. Israel, of Plymouth, Michigan Lodge No. 1780 is Chairman of the Adopt-A-Veteran 
Program. Brother Israel, as a dedicated VAVS Representative, also takes an active part in adopting 
veterans in hospitals and working closely with the homeless. 
 
It is estimated that almost 200,000 Veterans are part of our Adopt-A-Veteran program nationwide. 
Adopting a Veteran is our way of saying “Thank you for your service to this country, and we will 
always remember you.” We are grateful for the commitment of Brother Israel and the volunteers at the 
Lodge, District and State levels who so willingly adopted these men and women. 
 
To find out how your Lodge can take part in this program, including where to find veterans in need of 
adoption and how to adopt, visit our Web site at http://www.elks.org/vets/AdoptAVeteran.cfm or 
contact Stewart Israel directly. 
 
Stewart Israel, Chairman 
Adopt-A-Veteran Program 
40225 Newport Drive 
Plymouth, MI 48170-4739 
e-mail: stewizzy@yahoo.com 

by Robert M. Hennings 
Commission Director 

 

State Calendar of Events 
·  2010 Mid-Year Conference  October 22-23, 2010              Minneapolis 
·   2009 Mid-Year Conference  October 16-17, 2009              Faribault 
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       As you know being from the South, I do talk a little differently than some of my fellow Elks.  So 
with that said…new words:  flares – the bloom on a plant.   We got such purdy flares for the wedding.  

 
                       
 
                                                                           ��  
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����������������� Brat Sale @ Cash Wise West (the one by Wal-Mart),  
     10:30 to 6:00 each day – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - C ontact Brad          
and let him know when you can work…  
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Big events coming up in the months to come…keep a watchful eye so you won’t miss out: 
 

 TAKE NOTE:  the brat sales can be very good for the  
lodge with a potential of good income…but…we need h elp 
to man the booth…please, please volunteer some time  to 
work on the 4 th and 5 th of August. 
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Message from the Chaplain 

 
To those who have been under the weather, may you 
feel much better real soon and to those who have lost a 
loved one, the sympathy of the Lodge goes out to you. 
 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  
 

I have received word that ER Marcia is mourning the passing of her Grandmother.  She passed away, 
Saturday, July 31…Please keep Marcia and her family in your prayers. 
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The lodge has the following items available for sale. 

            These are at cost. 
  

20 oz Squeeze Bottle of Ketchup   $1.20 each 
  

The following items are frozen: 
 
3 lb bag of Breaded Pickles           $8.00 per bag 
3 lb bag of Sweet Potato Fries     $5.30 per bag 

  
Contact me at nusbrew@gmail.com if interested and arrangements for delivery/pickup. 
  

 
 
See you all at the meeting!    Sign up a new member .  It’s the only way we can guarantee 
that our lodge will survive.  Membership is everyon e’s job! 
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