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Meeting the 1% & 3" Thursday
7:30 P.M. at
The East side VFW #4847

April 2010 GER Message:
A Message from Grand Exalted Ruler James L. Nichets
To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers, Officersand Members:

Congratulations, new Exalted Rulers. Yours is nowhe opportunity to make good on your plans
and goals for the Lodge year. Accept the challenge MAKE A DIFFERENCE! Determine that all
Lodge committees are in place and working hard. Eraurage the timely formation of Lodge and
clubroom budgets. Make sure all Lodge Officers ardembers of the Elks National Foundation.

New Exalted Rulers — you are the leaders of your ldge. An Elks Lodge is a volunteer
organization and requires deft and gentle handlingl am sure you know the best leader is one who
leads by example. The very best example you can giis to be there! Sit in on committee meetings.
Attend Trustee meetings in your ex-officio capacityLend a hand to the membership effort.
Participate in the orientation of new Members. Makelnitiation of Members an impressive ritual.
Be seen at Lodge functions and activities.

New Exalted Rulers — you are the catalyst that ensess your Lodge fully participates in the
programs of the Order. Through experience in the chirs you know the areas that need attention.
Follow through now to bring them up to speed.

| ask that you make the Elks National Foundation griority. Making the GER goal of $4.50 per
Member is important for you and for your Lodge. This achievement makes the Lodge eligible for
a Gratitude Grant of $500. With this grant, your Lodge can help local causes and receive valuable
publicity.

Similarly, encourage good participation in VeteransService, Hoop Shoot, Drug Awareness,
Americanism and Scholarships. Your leadership in tese areas and in all Grand Lodge programs
will reflect well upon you and your Lodge.



Thank you, in advance, for all your hard work in the coming Lodge year. Together, you and | and
all Elks make up the finest co-ed fraternal servic@rganization in the United States. Together,
ELKS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

MESSAGE FROM THE EXALTED RULER

Here we are, at the beginning of a new lodge yaat,I’'m very proud to
introduce myself as your new Exalted Ruler for 2200 1. There are many lodge
members who | haven’t met, so I'd like to take thpgortunity to invite you to
come to a meeting and allow me to introduce mysédfet the other officers, get
involved, and discover how you can participatelinhe good works we do. It is
our members who make up the lodge, and we needliou

We have accomplished much since our lodge begatyrtegears ago, but we have so much more to
do, it makes one’s head spin.

The Spring Conference is coming up on April"&t Minneapolis Lodge #44; Stand Down at the VA
Medical Center on April 30 Our Lodge 8 Anniversary celebration on May'8Youth Camp Opening
on May 14-16 and Ladies Opening on May 21-23; wplamning our Flag Day ceremony to be held at
the VA Medical Center; and the State Conventioonisune 25-26 in Red Wing. The year is off to a
flying start, and we invite you join us on the fidéook forward to a great, productive year, anel gan
ALL help make it happen.

Marcia LaVine

ER

Herman Wisneski
Minnesota State President

Just One More

April 1% is the start of a new lodge year and you can hetpake

your lodge stronger, more active and more of a drimg force in
your community. You can do this by helping in thevarious lodge activities, starting up a new
lodge activity or becoming involved in an activitythat may have dropped by the wayside. In any
case, BECOME INVOLVED. The lodge is setting up théudget for the lodge, club and possibly
gambling income. If you can help to make an actity more profitable, that means more money to
“Make a Difference” in your community. If you can start a new function or activity you may be
able to get members involved who are not involved s¢his time. The thought that “We never did
this before” should be the farthest thing from yourmind. Think outside the box, look for
interesting ways to make money or have fun at youodge. Any idea is worth considering. Maybe
it's a garage sale, or an auction or a special direm or whatever, but think about what you can do
to help your lodge.

Herman Wisneski, President
Minnesota Elks Association




GL Newsletter, April 2010 Veterans Message: Medal o  f Valor honors the
fallen

by Louis J. Grillo, PGER
Commission Member

The Medal of Valor was created to be given to fasibf those who have made the supreme sacrifice in
our War on Terror. The purpose of the medal iste gur Lodges the opportunity to honor these
individuals who have served in our military defemglour country and our freedoms.

It is a way for all of our Members to let thesevwdamilies know that we as an organization wilere
forget the sacrifice that their loved ones have en&mall as it may be, it shows that we appredate
country and the freedoms that their loved one hango us through his or her service and los#®f |
in our military.

As Elks, if you know a family in your area that Hast a loved one, you should have your Lodge step
forward and arrange a presentation to honor theangof the person lost in this War on Terror. Just
contact the Elks National Veterans Service Commisai 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614
or send an email to Vets@elks.org to order you migdand we will promptly ship them to you.

This is one of the most important and meaningfobpams that we can put forward into our
communities to show our support and belief in ouitany.

Programs such as the "Army of Hope," "Comfort Gsits,” "Adopt-A-Vet" and "Student/Veteran
Volunteer Program™ have been developed as toafider our Members to pay tribute to those Veterans
and military personnel who have given so much lmaaus to live free.

| encourage you to plan your programs, prepare padget and put the appropriate teams in place to
allow your Lodge and its Members to show your Vaterthat you care. Give a little bit of your time
now and it will go a long way as you prove throughthne year that Elks never forget.

by Roger R. True, PGER
Past Chairman

State Calendar of Events

Youth Camp Opening May 14-16, 2010 Youth Camp
Ladies Youth Camp Opening

Weekend May 21-23, 2010 Youtn(®
2010 State Convention, Grand Exalted Rulers

Visit to Minnesota June 25-26, @01 Red Wing
2010 Grand Lodge Session July 4-8, 2010 Orlando, Florida
2010 Mid-Year Conference October 22-23, 2010 Minneapolis
2009 Mid-Year Conference October 16-17, 2009 Faribault

Metro Dist. Calendar of Events
Spring Conference / District Deputy Clinic  April 12010 Wadena




! - #$ $%!

18" &# ( $%! $ () &
%+ N&# ) ) $* $ Lo
18" &#  # + $ - %! I,
$/ 01$ # $ 2 0%# % #
#3 114! $ 5 #
0o I, + 6 % 1
$ + 5.1

| am going to give this section a whole new ris you know being from the South, | do talk a
little differently than some of my fellow Elks. $ath that said... new words: allya’l — plural foay/—
used in a sentence: | want to see allya’l at hd meeting. It is installation of officers.
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Big events coming up in the months to come...keep a watchful eye so you won't miss out:

Our Lodge’s 5™ Anniversary of coming up May 8, makes plans to join

us for our ‘Mazin Race celebration
Youth camp week for our Lodge, July 11-17. If you know any non Elk members
children who might be interested please let Patches know.

Youth Camp Lodge Party

Message from the Chaplain
To those who have been under the weather, may you
feel much better real soon and to those who hastealo
loved one, the sympathy of the Lodge goes out to
you....

See you all at the meeting! Sign up a new member . It's the only way we can guarantee
that our lodge will survive. Membership is everyon e’s job!

! How To Get
New Members?

ASK THEM !
. #




