
              The Rack   

The Official Newsletter of the St. Cloud Elks #2843  
MARCH 2010 

 
Meeting the 1st & 3rd Thursday 

  7:30 P.M. at  
The East side VFW #4847 

 

February 2010 GER Message: 

A Message from Grand Exalted Ruler James L. Nichelson 

To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers, Officers and Members: 

Now is not the time to rest on our laurels! I am sure, like me, you sometimes feel you have done 
enough. Well, not now! Push through March to make this the best year ever in your District and 
your Lodge. Look around. Have you attained every goal? 
 
March is a great time to check in on your Adopted Vets. It is time to make sure that all the Elks 
National Foundation money has been turned in to Chicago. It is a perfect time to install every 
candidate awaiting Initiation. 
 
Incoming Lodge Officers, please review the work of the committees, with an eye to improvement. 
Fine tune your goals for the new Lodge year. Be prepared to “hit the ground a-runnin’”. Your 
Members want to see that you are prepared to lead and to lead by example. 
 
Retention and reinstatement should be a high priority for all of us in March. Remember, all of us 
are on the Membership Committee. Every one of us knows someone on the delinquent list who 
needs a personal call. It is not too late to make a quick call to save a Member. Just do it. 
 
Also, we all know a dropped Member we let get away, but who might not be averse to reinstating. 
Membership is personal. Membership usually happens one person at a time. Please call that one 
person now. 
 
Thank you for your Elk efforts this past fraternal year. You are to be congratulated for what you 
have done for your Lodge, your community and this great Order. 



 
MESSAGE FROM THE EXALTED RULER 
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Herman Wisneski 

Minnesota State President 
 

Just One More 
 
Your lodge needs you!!!  This is the time of the lodge year that 

committees are being appointed and plans being made for the rest of the year.  As a member of the 
lodge now would be the time to step up and volunteer to be on a committee.  There are a lot to 
choose from: Americanism, Government Relations, Youth Activities, Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot, 
Drug Awareness, Audit, Lodge and Club Activities just to name a few.  You do not have to be the 
chair of the committee just an active member. Notice I did not say “a member” but said “an active 
member”.  It will do your lodge no good if you’re a member of a committee in name only. You 
need to be active on that committee. You need to bring your ideas, suggestions, plans and 
brainpower to make that committee work.  Some committees are only for one or two events, such 
as Flag Day or Hoop Shoot. Others may last the whole year, in any case volunteer to be on a 
committee. Talk to any officer about what committees are available and look at your strengths 
and find a committee to be an active member. You may find that you can make a difference in 
your lodge by becoming a committee member or committee chair.  I know the Exalted Ruler 
would really appreciate the help and your lodge would be blessed with a member who really 
understands what Elks are all about.  
 
Herman Wisneski, President 
Minnesota Elks Association 

 
February, 2010 Veterans Message: Think of veterans in Setting Budget 

The Lodge Officers for the 2009-2010 Fraternal year have been elected. Now is the time for the 
incoming Exalted Ruler and Lodge Veterans Chairperson to plan together to fund activities for the 
Lodge's Veterans programs for the upcoming year. 
 
I could take this opportunity to expound for pages on all the wonderful programs that our Order has 
developed to honor our Veterans and our active military personnel, but I know that I would be preaching 
to the choir. Therefore, it is very important that we take this time to plan and budget appropriate funding 
that will allow us to outwardly show our Veterans and military personnel that we honor and respect 
them and their families for the sacrifices they made. 



 
Programs such as the "Army of Hope," "Comfort Care Kits," "Adopt-A-Vet" and "Student/Veteran 
Volunteer Program" have been developed as tools to allow our Members to pay tribute to those Veterans 
and military personnel who have given so much to allow us to live free. 
 
I encourage you to plan your programs, prepare your budget and put the appropriate teams in place to 
allow your Lodge and its Members to show your Veterans that you care. Give a little bit of your time 
now and it will go a long way as you prove throughout the year that Elks never forget.  

by Roger R. True, PGER 
Past Chairman 
        

 

State Calendar of Events 
·  Regional Hoop Shoot   March 20, 2010   Iowa City, IA 
·   State Officers Budget Meeting March 28, 2010   Minneapolis 
·   Youth Camp Opening  May 7 - 9, 2010   Youth Camp 
·   Ladies Youth Camp Opening Weekend May 14 - 16, 2010  Youth Camp 
·   2010 State Convention, Grand Exalted Rulers Visit to Minnesota  
·        June 25 - 26, 2010  Red Wing 
·   2010 Grand Lodge Session   July 4 - 8, 2010  Orlando, Florida 
·   2010 Mid-Year Conference   October 22 - 23, 2010  Minneapolis 
·   2009 Mid-Year Conference   October 16 - 17, 2009  Faribault 
 

Metro Dist. Calendar of Events 
·  Spring Conference / District Deputy Clinic April 17, 2010   Wadena 
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I am going to give this section a whole new ring:  As you know being from the South, I do talk a 
little differently than some of my fellow Elks.  So with that said… new words:  allya’l – plural for ya’l – 
used in a sentence:  I want to see allya’l at the next meeting.  
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Big events coming up in the months to come…keep a watchful eye so you won’t miss out: 
 

Our Lodge’s 5th Anniversary of coming up May 5, ideas for a gathering are 
welcomed 
Youth camp week for our Lodge, July 11-17.  If you know any non Elk members 
children who might be interested please let Patches know. 

   Lodge Installation of Officers 
   Youth Camp Lodge Party 
   Elks Bowl Tournament 

 
 

                 Message from the Chaplain 
                         It has been my pleasure to be your Chaplain these 

last few years---To those who have been under the 
weather, may  you feel much better real soon and to 
those who have lost a loved one, the sympathy of the 
Lodge goes out to you.… 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  
 
See you all at the meeting!    Sign up a new member .  It’s the only way we can guarantee 
that our lodge will survive.  Membership is everyon e’s job! 
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